The Roman Catholic Church retained from its history as a middle-sized Italian state a system of diplomatic prelates, commonly called Vatican Nuncio. In the European tradition of the modern time the Vatican Nuncio was automatically also dean of the diplomatic corps in many countries. For the Southeast Asian region the Vatican Nuncio resided until 1947 in Sydney. This was not a great problem for the Dutch East Indies in the pre-independence period because minor or local affairs were handled by the Vicar Apostolic of Batavia who administered most contacts with the Vatican as well with the central Government of the East Indies. Some other matters between the Vatican and the Dutch Government were discussed in The Hague. From the pre-independence period only one case of intervention at the Apostolic Delegate of Sydney is known in the affair of Bishop De Backere of Surabaya who in 1933 wanted to issue the ban of excommunication on all Catholics who were members of political parties outside the one recognised Catholic Party.1 Already in late 1946 the Vatican planned to nominate a nuncio or at least a special representative in Jakarta. Bishop Visser of Purwokerto who was in the Netherlands in early 1947, supported the idea, because he was convinced that the international status of the Vatican would strengthen the Catholic influence in the debates about new constitutions, in the Republican but also in other regions of Indonesia. He did not, however, share the idea of a non-Dutch envoy to Jakarta. On 13 January 1947 Visser had a meeting with the Dutch Prime Minister, the Catholic Louis Beel, who shared his opinion. Beel was afraid that The Apostolic Delegate had to find a position for himself and he was not a timid or modest figure. He bluntly stated (mostly in Latin or in French, since he probably had only a poor command of Dutch or rejected the use of that language) that he was put in charge of all affaires générales for the Catholics in Indonesia. In October 1947 he claimed the direct authority of the Centraal Missie Bureau (cmb) that was erected in the early 1930s for the national contacts of with the colonial administration. The personnel of cmb, however, were unwilling to follow his directives and took their own plan. When Capuchin Friar and cmb Director Ludovicus Boddeke visited him in March 1948 to discuss confidential information from B. van Eijk in Makassar about the draft of the constitution of the State of East Indonesia he behaved quite impulsively, in an authoritarian manner and without any respect for the confidentiality of the information. To the Jesuit A. Ingen-Housz who had joined him on the visit, Boddeke confessed that he doubted that the affairs of his church were safe with De Jonghe.4 An open clash became public in November 1948 when in one
